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AT THE OUTSET… 
•  In this short presentation, we will not have time to cover 

how to implement automation in Selenium IDE and related 
tools. 

•  The goal is to show the new look and feel and some of the 
exciting possibilities. 
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WORD OF CAUTION 
•  The open source world is very unpredictable, as we saw 

with the earlier version of Selenium IDE and even 
Selenium WebDriver. 

•  There are many aspects of the Selenium that are 
constantly changing. 
•  Therefore, one must constantly stay current and be 

prepared for changes that ripple through all your test 
automation. 

•  There is a cost to open source software! 

•  In terms of time and effort 
•  One of the greatest risks in test tooling is the “vendor 

risk”. 
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TRIVIA QUESTION 
•  How did Selenium get its name? 
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A BRIEF 
BACKGROUND 
•  I have been demonstrating Selenium IDE since 2007. 
•  This is where the attraction of Selenium began. 

•  An easy to use capture/playback tool for browser-based 
applications. 

•  “Free” is compelling as compared to $5K per seat! 
•  Then, the focus shifted to WebDriver, which is more 

robust but also requires Java coding skills. 
•  In fact, by all appearances, IDE was being phased out. 

•  When Firefox 55 was released in 2017, Selenium IDE quit working.  
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THEN, IDE IS BACK AND 
BETTER THAN EVER! 
•  August 6, 2018 was the announcement date. 
•  IDE 3 is a completely new and rewritten plug-in extension 

•  However, it is no longer limited to Firefox! 
•  Chrome has been added. 
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ABOUT CAPTURE/
PLAYBACK 
•  C/P has its issues. 

•  It tends to be more brittle to change, depending on how the scripts 
are recorded. 

•  You will most likely have to edit the scripts manually for various 
reasons. 

•  However, it is easier to start with a recorded script, then 
modify it. 
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WHY SELENIUM IDE? 
•  It easy to use. 

•  With WebDriver, you need coding experience and a framework. 
•  Selenium IDE 3 is an IDE, to some extent. 

•  With WebDriver, you need Eclipse, etc. as an IDE. 
•  You see fairly quick ROI. 
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WHAT’S NEW AND 
DIFFERENT? 
•  It is built as a standard WC3 web extension, so it is cross-

browser compatible. 
•  It can run in any browser that supports web extensions such as 

Chrome 
•  This makes record and playback cross-browser testing much more 

achievable than in the previous version. 
•  Running tests from the command line is possible 

•  So it works with Selenium Grid. 
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WHAT’S NEW AND 
DIFFERENT? (2) 
•  Control flow statements facilitate more maintainable tests. 

•  Prior, this was only available through plugins. 
•  “Fallback” locators will provide better test stability and 

make tests more resilient despite changes.  
•  In the prior version, Selenium was somewhat brittle and unstable 

because locators were sometimes hard to write and maintain. 
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DOWNSIDES 
•  No option to export recorded tests, but it is on the 

roadmap. 
•  Data-driven testing is not available in IDE, but I’m going to 

show you how to get it. 
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DEMO TIME 
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NOW, FOR THE 
EXCITING PART 
•  There are two options to really extend and enhance 

Selenium IDE. 
•  Kantu - https://a9t9.com/ 

•  Free, but pretty limited in usage before payment requirements 
start. 

•  Kanalon - https://www.katalon.com/ 
•  Totally free with many features 
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DEMO TIME 
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CONCLUSION 
•  I have only scratched the surface here. 
•  I suggest starting experimenting with Selenium IDE, then 

move on the Katalon Studio or Kantu, depending on your 
needs. 

•  Remember, the landscape changes all the time! 

•  Slides and Recording will be posted at: 

•  https://randallrice.blogspot.com 
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QUESTIONS? 



19 
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